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IPC:DNA series #2 2/16/14 

Luke 10:25-37 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and 
you will live.” 

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 
by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then 
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 
denarii,[b] gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 
likewise.” 

 

Introduce the IPC:DNA series 

 
The next four weeks are going to be a sermon series about who we are as a faith community.  

• Of course we are a Christian church in the reformed tradition.  

• We love and serve God, follow Jesus and heed the Holy Spirit.  

• We proclaim the good news of Gods love.  

• Guided by God’s word to us – the Bible 
We are a church, the body of Christ – no two bodies the same, so too no two churches are exactly alike. Each 
church is a unique expression of God’s love to the world. 
 
This year Immanuel celebrates 125 years and since the very beginning we have had unique ways of 
proclaiming the good news of Gods love by what we say and what we do : this is our DNA 
Immanuel's DNA is expressed in our ministries 

• Healing 

• Hunger 

• Spiritual Formation of Leaders 

• Justice 

• Diversity 
 
We know that just like for people, churches are influenced by a combination of their genes and their 
environment – our environment here in the city of Los Angeles, is very different than the environment when 
they first began building this building 80 years ago – but still the same genes were at work ☺ Expressing 
themselves differently over the years, but with us never the less… 
 
Today I would like to focus on hunger.  

Like healing, hunger expresses itself in different dimensions  

– physical – we hunger for food, we hunger for shelter,  

– emotional – we hunger for love, we hunger for connection 
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– spiritual – we hunger for God 
And if we are alive, hunger always returns – it’s the nature of hunger to return – like the sun greets us each 
morning, like our exhale is followed by an inhale, like dust that returns to the table top – the emptiness that 
hunger signals is our constant companion. It makes sense that a church would have ministries that engage 
hunger.  
 
A companion that brings us both gifts and suffering - Hunger drives us to get what we need – food, love, God. 
When we are hungry we are very clear about what we need. 
 
Babies can teach us a lot about hunger. Babies are pure and they don’t play games when it comes to their 
hunger, and they don’t use words, when they hunger for something they cry, often loudly. 

– If they need food – what do they do? 

– If they need to be held – what do they do? 
As the person caring for them, what do we do? We try and figure it out – we offer food, we pick them up, we 
rock them –  
It would be silly to be in a room with a crying baby, sitting across from them, watching them cry, offering 
kind words, but not reaching out to them, not picking them up, not offering food. Crazy right? 
The natural response to hunger involves a practical response, a practical compassion. 
 
But there is a catch – it might not be obvious as we sit comfortably inside this grand cathedral and discuss 
hunger. But there is a fear that often comes with hunger, a fear that has roots in the core of our being. What 
if we can’t satisfy our hunger? What if there isn’t enough? What if we get caught up in another’s need and it 
overcomes us too? 
Like someone who jumps into the stormy sea to rescue the drowning man and then they themselves get 
pulled under… 
 
Never the less, the Christian tradition is clear on teaching us the path of responding to hunger… 
 
The Bible is full of examples of this practical compassion. Our love of God moves us to get up from the chair 
and move across the room toward the person who is hungry. We are familiar with the instructions… 

– Abraham and Lot demonstrated it - If someone is a stranger to your town and needs a place to stay, 
show them hospitality 

– Jesus taught the disciples - If someone is cold and doesn’t have a coat and you have two, share what 
you have 

 
The early church continued this practical application of the love of God, feeding the hungry, sharing what 
they had with those in need. 
 
Our church, Immanuel has continued in this tradition - Immanuel’s history is rooted in that tradition of 
practical compassion. Noticing a hunger, seeing the need and sharing what we have, in the name of God 
 

– In 1888 it was about noticing the need for expanded educational opportunities in Los Angeles – 
Immanuelites were part of founding Occidental College 

– In 1893 it was about noticing the need for temporary shelter and food- Immanuel was part of 
launching Union Rescue Mission and participating in its outreach to the community 
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– In 1989 it was about noticing that the young people who lived down the street on Berendo had a 
basketball, but no where to safely play and Immanuel had an empty basketball court. Elders at 
Immanuel started HOLA 

– In 1988, it was about noticing that food security and housing was a challenge for many in our 
community - Immanuel was part of the group of faith communities that started Hope Net 

– Our membership in HopeNet was grounded by hosting our own food pantry.  It in the Food ministry 
that we see the many dimensions of hunger; 

The food pantry is about much more than gathering and giving away cans of beans. 

– For every can of beans there is: 
o The generosity of the person who donated it 
o The commitment of the person who brought it to Immanuel 
o The dedication of the person who organized the donations 
o The faithfulness of the team of volunteers who distributes the food and greets the people 
o The hunger that will be satisfied when someone prepares it as a meal for their family 

– Each can represents a whole community of people, responding in some way to the hunger that stirs 
them, responding to God’s call to seek life, to protect and nurture those in need.  

 
You might wonder why I choose this passage for today’s sermon. If this sermon is about hunger, maybe you 
are thinking – did she miss the story of Jesus feeding the 5000? Or Jesus turning the water to wine? 
 
For me the parable of the Good Samaritan is a rich example of the practical compassion that God calls us to 
as we encounter hunger – both in ourselves and in our sisters and brothers. 
 
I am guessing that most of us know the contours of this story by heart –  Jesus told this parable to teach 
what it means to be a neighbor – Instead of reciting rules and regulations, Jesus told this story - a man 
traveling along the road from Jerusalem to Jericho is attacked and robbed and left for dead. Two different 
Jewish leaders walk by and the third man who comes is a Samaritan and he stops and helps him and takes 
him to a hotel where he pays for his room and board. Jesus celebrates the Samaritan as the true neighbor. 
 
I’d like for us to notice a few things about this story: 

1. The direction of the movement 

– The traveling man – going from Jerusalem to Jericho – probably from temple service to a few days off 
in the resorts of Jericho. Probably pretty well off, probably a good target for crime 

– First two men – Priest and Levite From Jerusalem to Jericho – from temple to a day off 
o From “clean” and committed to staying clean – therefore AWAY from death, blood, sickness, 

danger, away from HUNGER 

– Look at the Samaritan – What direction does he go in? TOWARD death, blood, danger 
o This is particularly impressive to the people listening to Jesus that day because they had very 

low expectation for Samaritans. For them, the Samaritans were corrupt in the eyes of God, half 
hearted in their worship – already “dirty” already discounted…and what does this fellow do? 
Which direction does he walk? TOWARD the need. Toward the danger. Who knows if the 
thieves would jump him too? Who knows if he would catch a disease from the blood of the 
man’s wounds? Who knows if he would be blamed for the crime? 

– Last fall I was part of the 25th anniversary Global celebration of Capacitar. This is an organization that 
works internationally in places like Rwanda, Juarez, and Palestine to help relieve trauma. Capacitar 



 4

has recently begun work with the people of Japan in responding to the devastation from the Tsunami 
and nuclear accident.  

o  On March 11, 2011 a 9.0 magnitude earthquake hit the northeastern coast of Japan with 
tsunami waves causing the deaths of nearly 16,000 people and resulting in the destruction 
and meltdown of the Fukushima Daichi nuclear power plant.  One of the women who has 
been a part of Capacitar’s work in response is Yuko Endo. At the conference she shared with 
us how she had been working in Tokyo and how on the day of the Tsumami a wave of fear 
washed over the whole country. The news of the nuclear plant accident only intensified the 
concerns. Hoards of people were fleeing the north east section of the country where the 
devastation was most profound. But this woman, was convicted to go and see how she could 
help.  

o She made her way into the devastated areas and began working in a small town just 
northwest of the power plant called Nam-ee-a (Namie) people who had the ability to leave 
were long gone. Those who remain have no options – young families and elderly. She showed 
us the dose-meter that she wears at all times that measures her cumulative radiation dose. 
The recommended maximum dose for a year is one miliceter - if she was to stay in the town 
where she works, she would easily exceed the dose.  

o She is able to leave and protect her health, but there are many who live in the area who are 
unable to leave and are subject to very high doses of exposure to radiation – naturally they 
live with incredible levels of stress and fear. Particularly mothers of small children – because 
they know that children are particularly vulnerable to the negative effects of radiation and yet 
they have no choice but to give them local (contaminated) water and food. Yuko Endo in her 
work there has introduced some simple tai chi movements that help the body to discharge 
stress and trauma. Yuko Endo lives a very practical compassion as she continues to move 
towards those who are suffering in the aftermath of the Tsunami.  

– The Samaritan man in Jesus’ story chose a similar path – he walked against cultural norms, he walked 
against common sense – from safety toward possible danger – in the name of love, to demonstrate 
practical compassion to a neighbor in need. 

 
2. In Jesus’ story the word Neighbor – which is usually a noun becomes, in fact a verb.  

 
To Neighbor someone, means to move toward them with practical compassion – to reach out to the  
“hunger”s that they have and do what is possible to relieve them.  

– In the story, the good Samaritan says “hey, hope you feel better” while he walks on…oh no! he 
crosses the road and bends down to care for the man beaten and left for dead – he does what he 
can to stop the bleeding, lifting him onto his donkey, he brings him to the nearest shelter, and 
feeds him and pays for his care. Time, blood, sweat, money – heart and soul he cares for the 
hunger of this stranger (an enemy really). 

The definition of “Neighbor “– it turns out – has very little to do with our address, and everything to 
do with the choices we make.  
The volunteer team of the Food Pantry demonstrates this every week. They gather from all over the 
city – some live on the street, some live very comfortably, but they all move toward those in our 
community who are facing hunger. They come, and work together to create a space of welcome and 
nourishment – sharing a greeting, a cup of coffee, some food, and some hope – with our neighbors 
who come with their hunger. 
It means doing more than wishing someone well  

– it means working together,  

– it means making a commitment of time,  
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– means (sometimes) heavy lifting  

– or showing a lot of patience.  

– It means that some of our own hunger for food, or community or connection with God, gets fed. 
 

3. The last thing I’d like to look at is the practical side of this. Statistics from the hunger organization 
Bread for the World are startling – In 2011, Churches and other charities gave over $4 billion in food 
donations – that’s a lot, right? But guess what else – in that same year the government provided 
almost $97 billion in food assistance. 
(http://www.bread.org/ol/2013/engagement/downloads/churches-and-hunger-fact-sheet.pdf) 
The need for food is HUGE – and we look at our little Immanuel food pantry shelves filled with little 
cans and the line of people waiting to come in and its easy to think that it won’t make a difference – 
why should we bother? How can something so small matter? How can a bag of groceries fix the 
problem of food security? Of course it can’t and …. 
 
and yet…at some level it does – every act of practical compassion moves us toward a being the 
community of faith God calls us to be. Every act of practical compassion is an expression of our DNA 

– Our commitment to respond to our neighbor’s hunger with practical compassion makes a 
difference to the mother who comes and gets what she needs.  

– Our commitment to respond to move toward our neighbor’s hunger with practical 
compassion makes a difference  

o  it transforms the way we see and live in the world – instead of a being a fearful people 
committed to avoiding hunger at all cost – we find ourselves free to offer what we have 
in the name of God – the giver of all good things. 

o It transforms us from a community of faith that is all talk – to a community of faith that 
lives the words that we speak – a community that lives the prayers that we pray, a 
community that lives the songs that we sing 

– We understand that we don’t bring magic solutions to the difficulties of the human condition  
o hunger for food,  
o Hunger for community and  
o Hunger for God will always be with us.  

– But when we move toward each other with practical compassion, offering what we have, we 
celebrate that God will meet us all in those places of need and that God will provide. 

Amen 
 

 
 
 
 


