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Mateo 24:36-44 English Advent 2 - December 8, 2013 

 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,[a] but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 

ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will 

be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 

on what day[b] your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

For those of us who grew up in the church or have spent a significant part of 

their Christian life in the reformed tradition – advent can feel very familiar.  

Sometimes we make the mistake of coming to God’s word, thinking we know 

already what we are going to hear.  

 

Remember, the bible is God’s word to us, a living word. Its key to remember its 

no domesticated lap dog. God’s word is vibrant and terrifying,  

In order to receive to it properly we need to set aside what we expect to hear, 

and  really take it in. 

The first thing we need to set aside is our expectation that we are hearing a text 

that is describing the nativity. Did you notice the chapter in the gospel that 

today’s reading came from? Chapter 24… That is almost at the end of Matthew’s 

Gospel – from that we can realize that it is not a discussion of a baby in a 

manager, this is a description of the cosmic coming of the Chosen One. 

 

Oh, but now that we are talking about the cosmic coming of the Chosen One, we 

might be drifting into imagining that we are getting ready for apocalypse – 

maybe even having flash-backs from the movie that made the rounds  in the 70’s. 

I don’t know how it played out here, but in Illinois, when I was in junior high I 

remember going to church one Saturday afternoon – we piled in the sanctuary 

and watched this movie which told the rapture story in a modern suburban 

setting. People going about their business – mowing the lawn, cooking in the 
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kitchen and WHOOSH they are gone, lawnmowers careening out of control, 

water running unattended in the sink.  

The point of the movie was that those who had been “taken” were safe with Jesus 

and it would be hell on earth for those who were “Left behind”. The movie ended 

with this morning’s lectionary text.  

It’s a common assumption that the saved ones are taken away and the others are 

left behind. But, as Rev. Danielle Shroyer points out, that’s not the direction that 

this particular text points to at all. That living word of God is so surprising! 

Look at the example that Jesus gives of Noah and his friends. It’s the people who 

are swept away and taken who are the ones on the “outside” The ones who stay – 

the ones on the boat – are the ones who are saved. Where would you rather be 

when the flood comes? On the boat right? 

 

This definitely turns our familiar understanding inside out – so let’s play with it a 

moment and unpack it…This means that when Jesus says the kingdom of God is 

at hand – he means its arrived. That our life together with Jesus won’t be an 

escape of the human experience here and now, rather, it will be here and now. 

 

At one level, this can be disappointing news. There are many things that we find 

difficult about the here and now – traffic, demanding neighbors, dead-end jobs, 

confusing health insurance requirements, escape to the ever after with Jesus 

sounds pretty good. We’ve been waiting for Jesus to come back and take us away! 

 

But in the Gospel reading, Jesus doesn’t carry a magic wand or fairy dust or 

demonstrate escapist tendencies…rather he walks with the disciples through 

some very difficult circumstances… 
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We can gain insight on this important aspect of the text today from our brothers 

and sisters in the Philippines… There is a local priest, the Rev. Kelvin Apurillo 

serving in the San Joaquin Parish, just outside of Tacloban. When Typhoon 

Haiyan hit, he stayed with the parishioners, riding out the storm on the second 

floor of the church. When the waters subsided, the priest says, bodies lay 

scattered around the building. 

"I was able to recover a bottle of holy water. So I started 

blessing the dead bodies," he says. "You so feel destroyed, 

emotionally.”  

Now, an estimated 400 of his 600 parishioners are no longer 

present. Some are dead, others are missing or survived and 

left for somewhere else. 

"Whenever the parishioners see me walking, they would ask me, 'Father, are you 

leaving?' His answer reminded me of Jesus’ words later on to the disciples. 

Father Kelvin says to the people there who wonder if he will leave, he says. " 'No, 

I'm not leaving!' I just want to talk to you. If you suffer, I suffer with you; if you 

laugh, I laugh with you. The experience of one is the experience of all." (David 

Gilkey/NPR) 

 

So this is the coming of the Son of Man that Matthew describes for us. A coming 

of Jesus into the here and now….to walk with us, to suffer with us, to laugh with 

us…As Jesus teaches the disciples about this Already/Not Yet nature, he 

accentuates its inevitability, - Jesus is saying make no mistake, its going to 

happen… 
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As good Christians we listen up, ready to pay attention to the date and time, 

we’ve got our phones out, we have our calendars ready, we are ready to mark 

down when ever Jesus says it will be…but that’s the trick of it. He says he doesn’t 

know exactly when, in fact, he says that no one knows, not even angels. 

 

No question – The Chosen One is coming 

No idea when 

So what are we supposed to do Jesus? He tells us Keep Watch – Be Ready 

 

Keep Watch – Be Ready Don’t get Distracted 

 Again, Jesus gives the example of Noah and how the people around Noah 

were just living their lives, going to work, coming home, cooking, cleaning, 

eating, drinking, getting married – notice Jesus isn’t naming any big sins, no crazy 

scandals, just regular life – but we know that regular life can be pretty 

consuming and distracting.  

Apparently distracting enough that people didn’t notice Noah’s building project, 

or take the time to drop in and ask what it was all about, and then it was too late 

and the flood swept them away.  

 

 We live in that tension every day. Attending to the demands and details of 

daily life and its easy to put off the things that really matter – I remember a few 

years ago, in the Fall. Work was very demanding, I had been asked to facilitate a 

city-wide gathering of CLUE. It was the first time getting that kind of invitation 

and I felt pressure to prepare and do well. I cleared the deck, and I buried myself 

in the tasks of putting together the agenda, confirming the speakers, 

coordinating the catering.  
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It was an 8:00 a.m. start, so I left the house early to arrive well ahead. As I sped 

along the pre-rush hour freeway, the NPR new was puzzling, there were reports 

of a plane crashing into a building in New York, and then a second plane.  

As the horror of September 11 unfolded, the urgency of my tasks for this event 

faded. We concluded early and I returned home, gathered with family and dear 

friends -  Gathering with our Immanuel family (as well as those from the Wilshire 

Blvd Temple and Islamic Center) in prayer.  

To tell you the truth, I hadn’t  even noticed that I was putting off these 

expressions of love and concern, and then there is a morning like Sept. 11, 2001 

and suddenly, as our world is crashing in around us, our life comes into sharp 

focus – with ease and grace what had seemed so important and critical on Sept. 

10, suddenly slipped off our to do lists, and we found ourselves anchored on 

what mattered most  

– connecting with our loved ones with no distractions, giving to those around us 

in need…in the days and weeks that followed, we lived with clarity about what 

really mattered, we kept watch, we were ready. 

 

Keep watch – be ready – Jesus says, All the Time - Continually 

 

Being Ready no one time trick – Jesus uses the active present form of the verb – 

keeping watch, being ready is something that we must do continuously 

 For Winter Health - Its like the difference between a flu shot and hand 

sanitizer…how many times a year does one need to get a flu vaccine? Just once 

right? But how many times does one need to use hand sanitizer or wash your 

hands? Over and over and over again – every time they get dirty – it’s a 

continuous action, a continuous awareness. 

 Just like the home owner, Jesus says, if he knew what time of night the thief 

was going to come, he would have kept watch, he would have stayed awake. Did 
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you catch that – Jesus, as he is explaining how he will be surprising us – to drive 

home the point, Jesus likened himself to a thief! 

 

(It is a little funny, isn’t it, that this image hasn’t caught on, we don’t have any 

thief Christmas ornaments, we don’t find Christmas cookies in the shape of a 

man crawling in through a broken window – just saying) 

 

Jesus makes a good point, - we won’t get an evite from the thief who wants to rob 

our house. Its going to be a surprise…It takes an investment of energy and 

attention to stay awake… 

 

Jesus is talking about an investment in active vigilance. 

My brother-in-law was a pilot in the armed services for many years. During one 

of his tours, he served in Korea, pilots in cockpit every shift...in the cold of winter, 

the heat of summer they would crawl into the cockpit, in the hangers, ready to 

go, really ready to go, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It was a challenge, day after 

day, to really be ready, because yesterday, and the day before, nothing had 

happened, and yet…the command of readiness remained. 

• So the engines running, the pilots were in the cockpit 

• Being ready requires us to invest resources and energy 

• To be mindful and attentive to what matters 

• To not be distracted by the mundane 

 

 Well, if we are going to Keep Watch – Be Ready, we need to know what we 

are looking for.  Like those pilots, ready to fly at a moment’s notice, they knew 

what the signal would be. To truly be ready, we too need to know what signal we 

are waiting for… 
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As I mentioned before, as human beings we are easily distracted. Especially in 

December – with gifts to buy and Christmas cookies to make and dishes to wash 

and trees to decorate...we get so focused on celebrating the birth of our lord, that 

we might not recognize him if we actually happened to pass him in the Immanuel 

parking lot .  

Part of our Advent discipline is to remember WHO it is that we are Keeping 

Watch for , WHO it is that we are getting ready for…. 

Who are we waiting for – well Jesus…but who is Jesus? How are we going to 

know him when we see him? 

 

This is not a new question – Jesus stumped the disciples with it when he asked – 

who do you say that I am? 

 

It is a challenge – to sum the many dimensions of a life well lived into a word or 

two – Its difficult to chose the epitaph for the gravestone – I thought a lot about 

this this past week, with the passing of Nelson Mandela – how at different points 

in his life and at different points in South Africa’s history -  people answered that 

question so differently… 

Terrorist, Rebel, prisoner, president, nobel peace prize recipient.. 

In Nelson Mandela’s life we can find inspiration for living our lives well, investing 

in the long arc of justice and peace for the whole of the human family. 

 

But when it comes to Jesus and the question is asked – who do you say that I am 

– the stakes are even higher. 

• How do we sort out a life – a death – a resurrection? 

We have the benefit of the Bible – the whole word of God – we can answer so 

many eloquent ways when Jesus asks us …Who do you say that I am?… 

• Counselor 
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• Savior 

• Lamb of God 

• Son of God 

• Healer 

• Teacher 

• Prophet  

• Priest  

• King 

• Servant 

 

Depending on the state of our world that day, depending on the state of our lives 

that day – we’ll probably answer differently. 

The point is that they are all correct answers. 

Jesus’ word to us this advent is that we need to know who we are looking for – 

who we are ready for… 

The miracle of advent is that Jesus comes to us a 1000 ways everyday – in the 

cashier at the store, the man sleeping in the doorway, our neighbor with cancer, 

the crying child – in the rush of the day and in the silence of a sleepless night – 

Jesus invites us to cultivate eyes to recognize that God is drawing near…to be 

ready, to keep watch – so that when Jesus comes, we will recognize him and bow 

before his grace, and when he comes we will be ready to receive him – opening 

our hearts and lives to his mercy and love. 

 

Amen 


